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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed on 6/7/05. 
Claims 1-8, 10-22, 24-26, and 28-41 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 10, 19, 
and 28 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 {JSC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-8, 10-12, 14-22, 24-26, and 28-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Rivette et al. US Patent 6,499,026. 

As per claim 1, Rivette teaches a user interface method for executing one or more 
operations in a computer for interfacing an associated user with a knowledge portal that is 
operatively associated with a plurality of data objects, the user interface method comprising the 
steps of: 

displaying in a document pane at least a portion of a current object; (figure 117, item 
1 1706 "document window"; column 113, lines 65 -column 115, lines 27: section "console") 

displaying in a map pane a K-map indicating objects which are cataloged in the 
knowledge portal as including content related to a selected K-map object; (figure 1 17, item 
11710 "Group Window", column 1 14, lines 40-46) 
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displaying in a preview pane contents associated with a preview object selected from the 
K-map, wherein the document pane, map pane, and preview pane are distinct display areas that 
are displayed simultaneously on a single display device; (figure 1 17, item 1 1708, column 114, 
lines 48-58) 

receiving a user input; updating, based upon the received user input, at least one of the 
current object identity, the preview object identity, and a K-map parameter; and updating the K- 
map conditional upon the updating of a K-map parameter, (column 120, lines 8-62) 

As per claim 2, Rivette teaches the user interface method as set forth in claim 1. Rivette 
further teaches wherein: 

the step of updating, based upon the received user input, at least one of a current object 
identity, a preview object identity, (figure 122, item 12204, column 120, lines 8-62)and 

a K-map parameter includes updating a K-map view selector based upon the received 
user input to correspond to a node view; (figure 164, item 16412;column 129, lines 64-column 
130, lines 30) and 

the step of displaying in a map pane the K-map includes displaying a non-hierarchal node 
view of the K-map. (figure 164, item 16412; column 129, lines 64-column 130, lines 30) 

As per claim 3, Rivette teaches the user interface method as set forth in claim 1 . Rivette 
further teaches wherein: the step of updating, based upon the received user input, at least one of a 
current object identity, a preview object identity, and a K-map parameter includes updating a K- 
map class selector value based upon the received user input; and 
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the step of updating a K-map conditional upon updating a K-map parameter includes 
updating the K-map to include objects corresponding to the K-map class selector value, (column 
127, lines 6-35) 

As per claim 4, Rivette teaches the user interface method as set forth in claim 3. Rivette 
further teaches wherein: the step of updating a K-map class selector value includes updating the 
K-map selector value to correspond to one of a people class, a places class, and a things class 
based upon the received user input, (column 117, line 42-column 118, line 30) 

As per claim 5, Rivette teaches the user interface method as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 
the step of updating, based upon the received user input, at least one of a current object identity, 
a preview object identity, and a K-map parameter includes updating a K-map scope based upon 
the received user input; and the step of updating a K-map conditional upon updating a K-map 
parameter includes updating the K-map to include objects which are cataloged in the knowledge 
portal as including content related to the K-map object and having a strength of relationship 
respective to the K-map object within the updated K-map scope, (column 127, lines 6-35, The 
number of links between one note to another is an indication of strength between one note to 
another) 

As per claim 6, Rivette teaches the user interface method as set forth in claim 1 . Rivette 
further teaches wherein: 

the step of receiving a user input includes receiving a selection of an updated current 
object identity from the user through the K-map pane, the updated current object identity being 
one of the objects indicated in the map pane; (column 127, lines 6-35) 
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the step of updating; based upon the received user input, at least one of the current object 
identity, the preview object identity, (column 127, lines 6-35) and 

a K-map parameter includes updating the K-map object to correspond with the updated 
current object; and the step of updating a K-map conditional upon updating a K-map parameter 
includes updating the K-map to include objects which are cataloged in the knowledge portal as 
including content related to the updated current object, (column 127, lines 6-35) 

As per claim 7, Rivette teaches the user interface method as set forth in claim 1 . Rivette 
teaches wherein the step of receiving a user input includes receiving a selection of an updated 
preview object identity from the user through the K-map pane, the selected object identity being 
one of the objects indicated in the map pane, the method further comprising: 

displaying in the preview pane contents associated with the updated preview object 
without changing the displaying in the document panel. (column 125, lines 40-column 126, lines 

8) 

As per claim 8, Rivette teaches the user interface method as set forth in claim 1 . Rivette 
wherein: 

the step of receiving a user input includes receiving a text entry through user highlighting 
of text in the document display pane; (column 118, lines 48-column 1 19,lines 44) 

the step of updating, based upon the received user input, at least one of a current object 
identity, a preview object identity, and a K-map parameter includes updating the K-map object to 
correspond with the received text entry; (column 118, lines 48-column 1 19,lines 44) and 
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the step of updating a K-map conditional upon updating a K-map parameter includes 
updating the K-map to include objects which are cataloged in the knowledge portal as including 
content related to the selected text, (column 118, lines 48-column 1 19,lines 44) 

As per claim 10, Rivette teaches an apparatus for executing one or more operations in a 
computer for interfacing an associated user with a knowledge portal operatively associated with 
a plurality of data objects, the apparatus comprising: 

a computer having a data storage coupled thereto, wherein the data storage stores the 
plurality of data objects; (column 14, lines 54-column 15, lines 30), and 

one or more computer programs, performed by the computer for receiving a user input, 
updating, based upon the received user input, at least one of a current object identity, (column 
127, lines 6-35) 

a preview object identity, and a K-map parameter, updating a K-map conditional upon 
updating a K-map parameter, displaying in a document pane at least a portion of the current 
object, (column 118, lines 45-column 119 lines 44) 

displaying in a map pane the K-map, and displaying in a preview pane contents 
associated with the preview object, (column 120, lines 8-62) 

As per claim 1 1, Rivette teaches the apparatus as set forth in claim 10. Rivette further 
teaches wherein: 

the step of updating, based upon the received user input, at least one of a current object 
identity, a preview object identity, (column 127, lines 6-35) and 
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a K-map parameter includes updating a K-map view selector based upon the received 
user input the K-map view selector having at least a node view selection option (figure 164, item 
16412; column 129, lines 64-column 130, lines 30) and a tree view selection option; (figure 1 17, 
item 11710 "Group Window", column 1 14, lines 40-46) and 

the step of displaying in a map pane the K-map includes selectively displaying one of a 
tree view and a node view of the K-map based upon the setting of the K-map view selector, 
(column 125, lines 40-column 126, lines 8) 

As per claim 12, Rivette teaches the apparatus as set forth in claim 10, wherein: 

the step of updating, based upon the received user input, at least one of a current object 
identity, a preview object identity, and a K-map parameter includes 

updating a K-map class selector value based upon the received user input the class 
selector including at least a people class selection option, 

a places class selection option, and 

a things class selection option; and the step of updating a K-map conditional upon 
updating a. K-map parameter includes updating the K-map to include objects corresponding to 
the K-map class selector value. (column 120, lines 8-62; figure 121, items "Inventor", 
"assignees", and "Patent #"); 

As per claim 14, Rivette teaches the apparatus as set forth in claim 10. Rivette further 
teaches wherein: 
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the step of updating, based upon the received user input, at least one of a current object 
identity, a preview object identity, and a K-map parameter includes updating a K-map scope 
based upon the received user input; and (column 120, lines 8-62) 

the step of updating a K-map conditional upon updating a K-map parameter includes 
updating the K-map to include objects within the K-map scope, (column 127, lines 6-35) 

As per claim 15, Rivette teaches the apparatus as set forth in claim 10. Rivette further 
teaches wherein: 

the step of receiving a user input includes receiving a selection of the current object 
identity from the user through the K-map pane; (column 127, lines 6-35)and 

the step of updating a K-map conditional upon updating a K-map parameter includes 
updating the K-map to include objects related to the current object, (column 127, lines 6-35) 

As per claim 16, Rivette teaches the apparatus as set forth in claim 10. Rivette further 
teaches wherein the step of receiving a user input includes receiving a selection of the preview 
object identity from the user through the K-map pane, (column 138, lines 52-column 139, lines 
42) 

As per claim 17, Rivette teaches the apparatus as set forth in claim 10. Rivertte further 
teaches wherein: 

the step of receiving a user input includes receiving a text entry supplied through user 
highlighting of text in the document display pane; (column 111, lines 44-column 1 12, line52) 
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the step of updating, based upon the received user input, at least one of a current object 
identity, a preview object identity, and a K-map parameter includes updating an object K-map 
parameter to correspond with the received text entry; (column 127, lines 6-35)and 

the step of updating a K-map conditional upon updating a K-map parameter includes 
updating the K-map to include objects related to the selected text, (column 127, lines 6-35) 

As per claim 18, Rivette teaches the apparatus as set forth in claim 10, further including: 
simultaneously displaying the document pane, the map pane, and the preview pane on a single 
display device, (figure 117, item 11706 "document window"; column 113, lines 65-column 115, 
lines 27: section "console") 

As per claim 19, Rivette teaches an article of manufacture comprising 

a program storage medium readable by a computer and embodying one or more 
instructions executable by the computer to perform method steps for executing an operation to 
perform a user interface method for interfacing an associated user with a knowledge portal 
operatively associated with a plurality of data objects, (column 14, lines 54-column 15, lines 30) 

the method comprising the steps of generating a knowledge portal catalog cataloging data 
objects based on content, the knowledge portal contextually linking the objects based on 
document content; . (figure 117, item 11706 "document window"; column 1 13, lines 65-column 
115, lines 27: section "console") 

displaying in a document pane at least a portion of a current object; (column 1 18, lines 
45-column 45) 

constructing a K-map identifying related objects having content related to a K-map object 
as measured by a strength of relationship between the related object and the K-map object; 
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displaying in a map pane the K-map; (column 127, lines 6-35, The number of links between one 
note to another is an indication of strength between one note to another) and 

displaying in a preview pane contents associated with a preview object selected from the 
related objects, the preview pane being displayed simultaneously with the document pane and the 
map pane, (figure 1 17, item 1 1706 "document window"; column 1 13, lines 65-column 115, lines 
27: section "console") 

As per claim 20, Rivette teaches (Previously presented) The article of manufacture as set 
forth in claim 19, wherein: the step of displaying in a map pane the K-map includes displaying a 
node view of the K-map limited to related objects having a strength of relationship respective to 
the K-map object greater than a specified value, (column 127, lines 6-35, By limiting the 
displaying to a specific number of degrees, the K-map is limiting the displayed objects based on 
degree of the relevance) 

As per claims 21 and 22, they are of the same scope as claims 3 and 4. Supra. 

As per claim 24, Rivette teaches the article of manufacture as set forth in claim 19. 
Rivette further teaches wherein the method further includes: 

receiving a selection of an updated current object identity from the user through the K- 
map pane; (column 127, lines 6-35) 

constructing an updated K-map that includes objects related to the updated current object; 
(column 127, lines 6-35) 

displaying the updated current object in the document pane; and displaying the updated 
K-map in the map pane, (column 127, lines 6-35) 
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As per claim 25, Rivette teaches the article of manufacture as set forth in claim 19. 
Rivette further teaches wherein the method further includes: 

receiving a selection of the preview object identity from the user through the K-map 
pane, (column 118, lines 45-column 45) 

As per claim 26, Rivette teaches the article of manufacture as set forth in claim 19. 
Rivette further teaches wherein the method further includes: 

receiving a text entry supplied through user highlighting of text in the document display 
pane; (column 127, lines 6-35)and 

updating the K-map to include objects related to the selected text, (column 127, lines 6- 

35) 

As per claim 28, Rivette teaches a user interface for interfacing an associated user with a 
knowledge portal that is operatively associated with a plurality of data objects and contextually 
links the objects based on document content, the user interface comprising: 

a means for receiving a user input; 

a K-map processor for calculating a K-map corresponding to a current object and a set of 
K-map parameters, the K-map identifying objects indicated by a catalog of the knowledge portal 
as having content related to the current object; (figure 1 17, item 1 1706 "document window"; 
column 113, lines 65-column 115, lines 27: section "console") 

a current object display pane for displaying at least a portion of the current object; a K- 
map display pane for displaying the K-map; (column 118, lines 45-column 119 lines 44)and 
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a preview pane different from the current object display pane for displaying contents 
corresponding to a preview object, (figure 1 17, item 1 1706 "document window"; column 113, 
lines 65-column 115, lines 27: section "console") 

As per claim 29, which is dependent on claim 28, it is of the same scope as claim 2. 

Supra. 

As per claim 30, Rivette teaches the method of claim 28. Rivette further teaches the user 

interface as set forth in claim 28, wherein: 

the set of K- map parameters includes a class parameter; and 

the K-map processor calculates a K-map containing objects limited to objects 

corresponding to the class parameter, (column 1 17, line 42-column 118, line 30) 

As per claim 31, Rivette teaches the user interface as set forth in claim 30, wherein: 

the means for receiving a user input include a pointing device selection means operative 
at least within the K-map display pane; (column 127, lines 6-35) and 

the class parameter is selectively updateable by the user via the pointing device selection 
means operating on a graphical class input dialog, (column 117, line 42-column 118, line 30) 

As per claim 32, which is dependent on claim 30, it is of the same scope as claim 4. 

Supra. 

As per claim 33, which is dependent on claim 28. Rivette teaches the user interface as set 
forth in claim 28. Rivette further teaches wherein: 

the set of K-map parameters includes a scope parameter; and 
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the K-map processor calculates a K-map containing objects limited to objects whose 
relationship to the current object falls within the scope parameter value, (column 1 17, lines 40- 
column 118, lines 30) 

As per claim 34, which is dependent on claim 33. Rivette teaches the user interface as set 
forth in claim 33. Rivette further teaches wherein: 

the means for receiving a user input include a pointing device selection means operative 
at least within the K-map display pane; (column 127, lines 6-35) and 

the scope parameter is selectively updateable by the user via the pointing device selection 
means operating on a graphical scope input dialog, (column 127, lines 6-35) 

As per claim 35, which is dependent on claim 34. Rivette teaches the user interface as set 
forth in claim 34, wherein the graphical scope input dialog is a slider bar. (column 115, lines 28- 
column 116, lines 42, section "console tool bar") 

As per claim 36, which is dependent on claim 28. Rivette teaches the user interface as set 
forth in claim 28. 

Rivette further teaches wherein: the means for receiving a user input include a pointing 
device selection means operative at least within the K-map display pane; (column 115, lines 28- 
column 1 16, lines 42, section "console tool bar") and 

the current object is selectively updateable by the user via the pointing device selection 
means operating within the K-map display pane, (column 115, lines 28-column 1 16, lines 42, 
section "console tool bar") 

As per claim 37, which is dependent on claim 28. Rivette teaches the user interface as set 
forth in claim 28, wherein: 
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the means for receiving a user input include a pointing device selection means operative 
at least within the K-map display pane; (column 127, lines 6-35) and 

the preview object is selectively updateable by the user via the pointing device selection 
means operating within the K-map display pane, (column 118, lines 45-column 119 lines 44) 

the updating of the preview object not affecting the current object display pane, (column 
1 15, lines 28-column 116, lines 42, section "console tool bar") 

As per claim 38, Rivette teaches the user interface as set forth in claim 28. Rivette 
further teaches wherein: 

the set of K-map parameters includes an object parameter, said object parameter being 
selectively updateable by the user; (column 115, lines 28-column 116, lines 42) and 

the K-map processor calculates a K-map containing objects related to the object 
corresponding to the object parameter, (column 120, lines 8-62) 

As per claim 39, Rivette teaches the user interface as set forth in claim 38. Rivette 
further teaches wherein: 

the means for receiving a user input include a pointing device selection means operative 
at least within the document display pane whereby the user selectively updates the object 
parameter by selecting text corresponding thereto from the contents of the document display 
pane, (column 127, lines 6-35) 

As per claim 40, Rivette teaches the user interface method as set forth in claim 7. Rivette 
further teaches wherein the preview pane contents associated with the updated preview object 
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and displayed in the preview pane are metadata stored in the knowledge portal rather than in the 
preview object itself (column 115, lines 28-column 1 16, lines 42) 

As per claim 41, Rivette teaches the article of manufacture as set forth in claim 19, 
wherein the method further includes: 

updating the K-map object to correspond to one of a group consisting of (i) a double- 
clicked K-map entry, (column 127, lines 6-35) 

(ii) text in the document pane that is highlighted by a user, (figure 117, item 1 1706 
"document window"; column 113, lines 65-column 115, lines 27: section "console") 

and 

(iii) one or more search terms entered by a user; (column 120, lines 28-62)and 
updating the displayed K-map to identify at least (i) related objects having content related 

to the updated K-map object, and (ii) a measure of a strength of relationship between each 
related object and the updated K-map object, (column 127, lines 6-35) 

Response to Argument 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 6/7/05 have been considered but are 
deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
document presentation interface: 

Gould US Patent 6,745,201 : discloses a Poly Vectoral Reverse Navigation. 

LionGosari US Patent 6,957,205: discloses a knowledge model-based indexing of 
information 
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